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SAMUEL WENDELL WILLISTON 
Chronology 

1852 Born July 10, in Roxbury, now part of Boston, Mass. 

1857 Removed with parents to Manhattan, Kansas. 

1859 Began reading books, and in a few years read hundreds of volumes. 

1865 Began to learn the printer's trade on the local paper in Manhattan. 

1866 Entered the State Agricultural College in Manhattan. 

1868 Taught a country school for board and ten dollars a month. 

1869 Ran away from home and began working on railroad as laborer; 
changed to axman, rodman, and in 16 months was transitman at $125 
a month, when barely 18, but was obliged to resign from severe malar- 
ial attacks. 

1870 Resumed college course. 

1872 Graduated from Agricultural College in March. Spent summer in 
railroad engineering work, but the company went into bankruptcy in 
the fall, and thereafter he could not find employment as an engineer, 
the panic having stopped all railroad construction. Played cornet at 
country dances in Southern Kansas to earn a few dollars the following 
winter. 

1873 Began to "read" medicine in the office of Dr. Patee, in Manhattan. 
In the fall became interested in chemistry in the new laboratory of the 
agricultural college. 

1874 Delivered a lecture advocating the Darwinian theory in February, be- 
fore a debating society in Manhattan. Elected first president of the 
Agricultural College Alumni Association in the spring. In July joined 
Professor Mudge in Western Kansas, collecting fossils for Professor 
Marsh, of Yale College; worked until late November for twenty-five 
dollars. Reading medicine again in winter. 

1875 Worked from spring until September in Mudge's party, collecting fos- 
sils. Then went to University of Iowa and studied medicine during 
winter. 

1875 Obtained master's degree from Kansas Agricultural College. 

1876 Medical term ended March 19, leaving him penniless. Received invita- 
tion from Marsh to come to New Haven. By selling his watch and 
borrowing money was able to accept. Marsh after a few days acquaint- 
ance induced him to sign a contract for three years' work at $40 per 
month, and he went back to Kansas under Mudge in the fossil field 
again. Became interested in beetles as a side line. Worked on fossils 
in New Haven the following winter. 

1877 In charge of Marsh's party in Kansas this summer, and interested in 
birds as a side line. Continued in field work in Wyoming into January. 

1878 Returned to Yale in January. In the spring had charge of a party in 
Wyoming, and this time began to collect and study flies (Diptera), in 
which he first attained distinction, although after some years. 
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1879 A new three-year contract with Marsh provided for medical study 
which he resumed. Did not work in the field this summer. 

1880 Graduated from Yale Medical School, a Doctor of Medicine. Ap- 
pointed Assistant in Osteology under Marsh. 

1881 Appointed Assistant Paleontologist in the U. S. Geological Survey, 
to work on the Marsh collections. Married to Miss Annie I. Hathaway. 

1885 Severed connection with Marsh. Granted degree of Doctor of Phil- 
osophy by Yale College. Declined offer to become first assistant to C. 
V. Riley, U. S. Entomologist, and began the practice of medicine in 
New Haven. In the fall, however, accepted assistant editorship of 
Science, occupying most of his time for a year; but from September 
was also Demonstrator of Anatomy in Yale Medical, in evening work. 

1886 Assistant Professor of Anatomy, resigning work on Science. Town 
physician, and still practising on the side. 

1886 Published Monograph of N. A. Syrphidae, the first monograph of a 
family of flies ever published by an American. 

1887 Full Professor of Anatomy in Yale Medical. 
1887-1889 Health officer for the city of New Haven. 
1890 Professor of Geology in University of Kansas. 

1893 Elected to membership in Sigma Xi. 

1894 Dean medical department University of Kansas in addition to pre- 
vious work. 

1896 Published another edition on Diptera (Second edition). 

1897 Published his first paper on the extinct amphibians. 

1898 Published Report University Geological Survey of Kansas, vol. iv. 

1900 Published same, vol. vi. 

1901 President of Sigma Xi, continuing until 1905. 
1901-1902 Member of Kansas State Board Medical Examiners. 

1902 Professor of Paleontology, University of Chicago. 

1907 President of Kansas Academy of Science. 

1908 Published manual of Diptera, third edition, with 1000 figures. 
191 1 Published American Permian Vertebrates. 

1913 Delegate to International Zoological Congress in Monaco. Received 
honorary D.Sc. from Yale University. 

1914 Published Water Reptiles of the Past and Present. 

1915 Elected member National Academy of Sciences. 

1915 Elected Honorary Fellow Entomological Society of America. 

1916 Wrote Recollections, an unpublished autobiography. 
1918 Died August 30, in Chicago. 



